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Items in History in the month JULY:  
 
July 2  U S Army Air Corps established 1926 
July 4   American Independence Day 
July 16 First Test of Atomic Bomb, Trinity Test Range 1945 
July 21 First Moon Landing and Moon Walk by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 1969 
July 27 Korean Armistice signed 1953  
July 28 World War I began 1914 
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Jim and Alice Bontrager  

Chapter Director 

 
Hi Everyone, July 4th is upon us. We hope everyone has a fun filled  
4th and a very safe one. Several members are going to Wings over 
the Smokeys. Be safe in your travel to it. There will be no Gathering  
this month. On July 11th there will be a fundraiser at Marysville Honda  
for Pediatric Brain Cancer Center Foundation. All the people not going to Wings over  
the Smokeys please join Alice and me in supporting this  
worthwhile charity. We will meet at Marysville Honda at 9:00 AM; to see what they might 
need help in doing. The Chapter Get Together is July 16 at 7:00 PM at Obetz Senior  
Center.  On July 21st at 6:00 PM, the Chapter is going to visit Chapter F3 in Lancaster  
for their Gathering. After the Gathering we are going to Gypsy Joe's for ice cream. 
Region D Rally is July 23-25. Hope everyone enjoys the Rally. For the members who  
are not able to attend the Rally, they will be a ride to Cambridge, OH to visit the Hop  
A-long Cassidy Museum. We will leave Frisch's at 9:00 AM.  
On July 29th, the Chapter, at 6:00 PM, is going to Huntington Park to attend a Clipper  
Baseball game. Please let Gary Ballou how many of you are going. Many thanks to  
Gary Ballou and Tom Eden for supplying the tickets. Gary will need to know how many 
are attending by July 16. 
Alice and I are now living in our motorhome in Circleville. So starting July 16th, we are 
going to Florida house, condo, or manufactured home hunting. 
 
Jim and Alice Bontrager 

 
Margaret A. Moore 

Assistant Chapter Director 
My Trip to Reno 

As many of you know I am on a three week trip west with Bill, Esther, 
Jeff and Rodney Freeman to attend the Reno Rendezvous, June 18 - 
20.  We arrived in Reno on Wednesday, June 17 and we stayed at the 
Sands Hotel/Casino.  It was a hard ride out, especially in Wyoming 
where we were rained on and hailed on twice within three hours.  I can tell you hail 
stones hurt!  On June 18 we attended the event and were a little disappointed that there 
were not more vendors there.  I did buy some led driving lights for my bike, but Rodney 
could not find any gel pads.  We have enjoyed the local area rides and on our way to 
Virginia City we saw a small herd of mustangs with four or five young foals.  We met a 
lot of nice people along the way to Reno in particular a couple from Blacklick. Ohio!  
Some attendees stated they hoped this would not be the only "Wing Ding of the West".  
I plan on being home by July 3rd if not sooner.  Once I leave Reno I will be heading to 
northern California, then Portland, Oregon then down the coast to San Diego.  From 
there I will go to Phoenix to GWRRA headquarters and then head for home.  See you 
soon 
Here is picture looking west from my room 

Margaret Moore 
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Tom Eden 
Assistant Chapter Director 

As our riding season gets under way it might be time to renew or 
update the emergency contact information that you have on file with 
the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. I have included the form for this 
information at the end of the newsletter. It is also probably a good time 
to review the copy of the GWRRA form N12 with emergency 
information and your current medical information. I was reviewing 
mine and I had to add the medications that I am taking for my sciatic nerve situation. 
There also is a copy of the GWRRA N12 form at the end of the newsletter. 
 
I attended the Buckeye Rally June 11 – 13 at the Mahoning County Fairground in 
Canfield. B3 had an “on bike” game that required the co-rider to toss a water balloon 
into a 5 gallon pail from a moving bike/trike. Those that participated had a good time. 
The event was won by driver Becky and co-rider Lloyd Glydewell. After completion, 
there were a bunch of water balloons that did not go to waste. Ask Randy Young. It was 
difficult to tell how many people were attending due to the vastness of the fair grounds. 
The Rally location for next year was not announced, however if it is back in Canfield, the 
venue is great. The theme was announced and it will be “Hobo”. 
 
 
(Continued on next page) 
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Where were you on that day In history, July 21, 1969? Most of us were not born before 
some of the historical items listed earlier. But most of us were able to watch the Lunar 
Landing and first Moon Walk. Send me a brief account of what you were doing that day 
and I will include them in next months newsletter.  
Tom Eden 

 

COUPLE OF THE YEAR 2015 
Gary and Karen Ballou 

A Safe Return 

 

Nearly 12,000 miles and 29 days later, Gary has safely 
returned home.   He has been soaking wet, melting hot, 
pleasantly comfortable, slightly frustrated, and occasionally 

happy, but the USA Four Corners Tour is finished & he is glad to be 
home.    And so am I.  Even the dog and cat are happy to see him.  He is now making 
future plans – he asked when we can go to Hawaii to color it off his map, now that he 
has the lower 48 done.  I think he should wait at least a week.  Maybe he shouldn’t get 
on the bike for a while.  
  

I was able to follow him very easily and the ICEDot emergency contact 
fortunately didn’t get used.  I think his best time may have been returning home from the 
last stop in Blaine Washington.  While the weather was cool, the scenery apparently 
was wonderful across Washington, Idaho, Montana & Wyoming.  He did have an 
incredible breakfast of a pizza sized huckleberry pancake in Shell, WY.  He made it 
sound so good, maybe we will plan a trip and I will go for the pancakes. I’ll let Gary tell 
his own stories of the trip. 
 As a surprise to Gary, I bought him a car.  Not just any car, but a car he has been 

coveting.  I got a Dodge Challenger, Plum Crazy Purple, with a Hemi. He 
saw it for the first time when he opened the garage door, which opened 
a sign that said Happy Birthday.  All he could say was “Wow “and “I am 

speechless.” 
 In July, there are many events and rides and we hope to get to some of them – 
weather dependent.  The balance of June is looking iffy…Our schedules should go back 
to normal.  But then what is normal?   

We hope to make one or more of the big upcoming trips like Wings over the 
Smokies, Region D rally and Wing Ding and a couple little ones in-between. Summer is 
a busy time and I have added a few home improvement projects, which never go just as 
planned. 

 
See everyone in the funny papers!!!! 
  Gary and Karen Ballou 
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INDIVIDUAL OF THE YEAR 2015, Gladys Carter 

 
 
 

   
 

MEMBERSHIP ENHANCEMENT PROGRAM 
WOULD YOU PARTICIPATE WHERE THERE IS NO "FUN"? 

 

Have you ever gone to Region, District, or Chapter events and miss seeing old friends who 
were not in attendance?  Where are they?  What are they doing?  We miss seeing each of 
them.  We hear many explanations of why Members leave GWRRA.  Some sold their 
motorcycles, some are getting too "OLD", some have other interests, some have poor 
health, and the list goes on and on.  This is what Members say, but is it the real reason?  
Will a Member step up and say “I JUST DON'T PARTICIPATE OR RENEW BECAUSE 
THERE IS NO ‘FUN’".  Probably not, so we keep on fooling ourselves by not providing a 
"FUN" environment and we just keep on loosing Members.  Why don't "WE ALL" take a 
look at why WE joined GWRRA in the first place?  We hear many reasons for this also.  
Isn't the real reason because we were introduced to and told of all the "FUN" They were 
having attending Chapter Gatherings, going on rides, and attending GWRRA events. We 
wanted others to join in on the "FUN", so we invited them to join us at one or our 
Gatherings. 
If "FUN" is what makes most of us join GWRRA it only stands to reason that in order to 
Get Members to stay is to insure that they are having "FUN".  At each of the GWRRA 
events we have attended the main focus was on having "FUN". 
Would "YOU" attend or participate where there is no "FUN"?  Not likely!!!!! 
Who is responsible for providing the "FUN"?  Some will say the Chapter Director, some 
will say the Membership Enhancement Coordinator, some will say the Ride Coordinator, 
and "WE" say it is every Member.  Do we talk to other Members at the Chapter 
Gatherings?  Do we sit with the same group at every event and not include others.  Do we 
make others feel welcome and part of the group as much as we want to be made to feel 
welcome??? 
(Continued on next page) 
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Let's stop for a few minutes and take an inventory.  Our participation and our contribution 
to the "FUN" is when we are enjoying and giving to other Members.  There is probably 
room for improvement in each of us. 
We joined GWRRA for the "FUN" and we will stay if we are having the "FUN".  Always 
remember to: 
SMILE...SMILE...ALWAYS GREET EACH AND EVERYONE THAT ATTENDS YOUR CHAPTER 
GATHERINGS!!!!!!   "FUN IS THE GLUE THAT HOLDS IT ALL TOGETHER"!!!!!!! 

THE MORE YOU KNOW, THE BETTER IT GETS!!!!!! 
Please remember the following: 
Ed Richards: having health problems... 
Tim Ratliff:  Recovering from shoulder surgery and doing quite well..... 
Please keep these and all our Members in your thoughts and Prayers..... 

 
PLEASE CHECK YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARDS!!!  RENEW AND STAY ACTIVE 
PLEASE REMEMBER TO KEEP CHECKING YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARDS AND LET 
ME KNOW WHEN YOU HAVE RENEWED........ 
 
ALWAYS HAVE A MEMBERSHIP KIT IN EVERY BIKE AND VEHICLE THAT YOU 
DRIVE.....YOU NEVER KNOW WHEN AN OPPORTUNITY COMES TO MEET 
SOMEONE THAT WANTS TO BECOME A MEMBER OF GWRRA!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 
MOTORIST AWARENESS DIVISION 

Karen Ballou 

 
THE NEAR MISS 

 In my article last month, I wrote about a close call I had with a 
motorcycle while I was driving distracted in my car.  Then Gary wrote about a 
close call he had with a car on the I-95 interstate in Florida while on his way 
to Key West, the first leg of his long trip.  This got me to thinking about the 
close call.   
 We call them near misses, close calls, “a miss is as good as a mile”, but they all 
represent the same idea – two moving things almost colliding, maybe through no fault of 
anyone but more likely because a person in control of one or both things is temporarily 
distracted. 
 Many have written and talked about distracted driving, but how does one define a 
near miss.  Scientifically, a near miss has a component of speed and the size of the 
moving object.  1-Two cars on a road going 60 mph, 2-two cars in a parking lot, 3-two 

airplanes flying over your head or and 4-an asteroid and the 
earth….the near miss is definitely not the same.   
(Continued on next page) 
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Now not that I think there is someone being distracted that might cause an asteroid to 
come close to the earth, but the near miss of that event is in thousands of miles.  Not a 
near miss between 2 vehicles or 2 airplanes.  With airplanes traveling at 400 
mph, a single mile is such a close call that they track them.  Two vehicles that 
are a mile apart are not so close.  
  The point is that a near miss or close call is just an accident that didn’t 
happen because one person was less distracted than another or had a better reaction 
time.  We must constantly be the less distracted and better reacting.   

DRIVE AWARE - - - - - DRIVE SAFELY - - - - - HAVE FUN! ! ! 

Karen Ballou
 
 

 
RIDER EDUCATION 
Gary and Karen Ballou 

Rider Ed for July 
In order to conserve space (and to keep your interest riveted <grin>) this article has been 
split & will appear in two parts, this month and next.  We thank Mr. Tuttle for his service to 
our Country and to our motorcycling community. – And a “Thank You” to Jeff Goldblatt for 
bringing this article to my attention. 

Group Riding Etiquette 
by George Tuttle  

PART ONE 

Although I have met and know most of you by now, you may 

not know that much about my own background. I retired from 

the Air Force fourteen years ago where I flew supersonic jets 

for twenty years, the last fifteen of which were spent flying 

tactical fighters, F-4 Phantoms and F-16 Fighting Falcons. 

During those twenty years, formation flying was a way of life. 

Many of the formations we flew dated back to WWI and earlier. 

Each particular formation was designed for very specific 

technical and tactical reasons using a healthy dose of common 

sense, all of which still apply today. 

 

The same can be said for motorcycle formations and spacing during group rides. The aviation rationale, 

disciplines and some formations directly apply to motorcycle group rides. Your position within the group 

should be logical and based on common sense. 

(Continued on next page) 
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The following are a few common sense guidelines I use when riding in a group. Some are extremely basic 

but may be useful for the first time group rider or even for some of the more experienced riders who have 

simply not had an opportunity to give it much thought until now. Most of the following discussion is intended 

for group rides of around ten bikes or less. Larger groups may necessitate some modification and/or 

additions. Whenever possible it is best to match the skills, machines and riding/speed preferences of the 

group even if it requires splitting the main group into two or more sub-groups. The use of "he/him" is generic 

and applies to both sexes. 

 

1) Your first priority must be safety. The fact that you are now riding in a formation should not increase your 

risk or that of others. For that reason everyone must ride their own ride in a manner that keeps them in their 

comfort zone. Never exceed your capability or comfort zone just to keep up. If the pace is too quick for you - 

back off until you feel comfortable. The group will eventually slow to your pace. There is no need to rush to 

avoid becoming lost or separated from the group 

 

2) Discipline is essential. When riding in a group, you automatically forfeit some personal autonomy. You 

should normally maintain your relative position within the group unless doing so would compromise safety. 

Randomly changing positions is an indication of an undisciplined rider, increases risk for everyone else and 

should not be condoned. There may be times when changing your position in the formation is the safe thing 

to do. But before you do, you should have a good reason and it shouldn't be frequent. 

 

3) Trust your leader. This is a two-way deal. You should trust your leader and he must be competent to lead. 

A good leader will always take into account the equipment, experience and skill level of each rider. He needs 

to tailor his riding accordingly. A common practice I would like to see more of is a concise briefing by the 

leader just before the ride. Depending on the nature of the ride and the familiarity of those within the group, 

this briefing may only take a minute or two. As a minimum, the leader should outline the route and establish 

the overall tone for the ride. Questions should be addressed before the helmets go on. 

 

4) Pay attention and don't assume. This is so basic and elementary that it should not need to be addressed. 

However, far too many accidents have occurred during group rides where someone just stopped paying 

attention for a split second and ran into the person in front of them. Be aware of your spacing behind the 

rider in front in terms of time. Know your own reaction time and stopping capability and don't ride any closer 

in point of time. Never assume the rider in front will continue at his current pace and never look away for any 

longer than an instant. 

 

When accelerating from a stop, especially in conjunction with a turn, don't assume the rider in front will 

continue to accelerate just because his brake light went out and he started to roll. He could subsequently see 

something that causes him to stop while you are looking over your shoulder for traffic and run into him. 

Unfortunately, this scenario has also played out all too often. 

 

5) Each rider is directly responsible for the rider behind them. This enhances mutual support. If the rider 

behind you starts to fall back, so should you. If you lose sight of the person behind you, slow down for a 

while. If that doesn't work after a period of time - turn around. Something has obviously happened and he 

probably could use your help. As you can see, if the last person in the formation had his engine quit (ran out 

of gas) or crashed eventually the entire group would be at his aid. For larger groups the leader should 

identify smaller units that would stay together for such situations. If it is necessary to stop or if you decide to 

take a different route, it is essential that someone in the group knows where you are. 

 

(Continued on next page) 
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A good technique that makes it easy for the guy in front of you to see you is to position yourself so you can 

see his eyes in his mirror. If you can't see his eyes, he can't see you without moving his head. This is even 

more applicable if he only has one mirror. 

 

6) Type of formation (staggered, trail, line abreast) and spacing. This depends on your environment 

(weather, road type and condition, speed, congestion, etc.), and your mission. One extreme would be in 

heavy stop and go rush-hour traffic at very slow speeds. A close staggered formation with no less than 

nose/tail clearance (unless stopped) might be the smartest formation. In city traffic a closely spaced 

formation will discourage cars from "cutting" in. Leave them room and they may be tempted to cut-in. Better 

to tighten up the spacing a bit so cars perceive the group as a homogeneous unit. 

 

The other extreme would be a "spirited" ride out in the hill country on a twisty open road with no traffic. Here 

the smart formation might be an extended trail just keeping the guy in front and in back of you in sight. 

 

For me line abreast is strictly a "show" formation suitable for funerals, processions and such and has no 

place in an informal group ride. It diminishes your margin of error and increases risk of a collision. However, 

when pulling up to a stop, stopping two abreast is probably a good idea. 

 

Unless briefed otherwise, during the course of a typical informal group ride your position (formation and 

spacing) should be fluid and dictated by the overall situation. You might find yourself going from a close 

staggered to an extended trail formation and back again all in a relative short amount of time, 

 
Gary Ballou 
Have fun, but be safe.  “Dress for the Slide, Not for the Ride” 

Wear your helmet every time you ride. 
Chapter statistics for the month of July 2015 
Current First Aid/CPR – 22 
Current Road Captains – 17 
 
 
 

Current in Level I – 14 
Current in Level II - 0     
Current in Level III - 7 
Current in Level IV -  12 

June Attendance 
6 – Gathering, 
11-14 - Buckeye Rally, 10 members 
16 - Get together, 9 members 
18 - Ride to Chapter O, Newark, Ohio, 11 members 
20 – Ride to Urbana, Ohio, cancelled due to rain 
23 - Dinner ride, Clay’s in Hebron, 9 members, 1 guest 
27 - Dinner ride, Denny’s Diner, Zanesville, cancelled due to rain 
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NEWSLETTER EDITOR 

Tom Eden 

If you have an article that you would like to have included here, send it 
to the Newsletter Editor, Tom Eden, at traveler1@columbus.rr.com. 
Articles could be about a ride you went on, an event you attended, or   
something you purchased for your bike that you think is really great, or 
anything you feel would be of interest to your fellow members. We 
sincerely welcome contributions from our members. For Sale ads, by 
GWRRA Members only, are also welcome for submission. Deadline for submissions is 
the 20th of the month. 
 

 
Special Activities Coordinator  

 
Esther is enjoying Reno Rendezvous this month. Watch for an article in 

the next issue about the Obetz Zucchini Festival.  

 

Ride safe,  

Esther Ford 

 

 

                 
 
Birthdays 
July 7 Mary Bayes     
 
  
 

Anniversaries 
July 1 Bob and Suzan Sestito 
July 3 Mike and Cecelia Chambers 
July 21 Ed and Pat Richards 
July 28 Brian and Carolyn Sittler  
 

  
Give Connie Ratliff, 740-503-7870 or Jim Bontrager 614-282-2787 a call if any get well or 
sympathy cards need to be sent. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

file:///C:/chapter%20B3%20newsletters/current%20newsleter/December%202014/traveler1@columbus.rr.com
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Up Coming Activities 
Greeter for July – No Gathering  

For complete ride schedule see the chapter web site http://www.gwrraohb3.org 

 

July 2015 
8 - 11- Wings over the Smokies, Cherokee, N. Carolina 
11 - Depart Frisch’s at 8:00 a.m. for ride to Honda Marysville for Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Foundation Ride for Kids,  
16 - 7:00 p.m. Get together, 7:00 p.m., Obetz Community Center 
21 - Depart Frisch’s at 6:00 p.m. for ride to Chapter F3 in Lancaster, Gypsy Joe’s on 
way home for ice cream 
23 - 25 - Region D Rally/Convention in Portland, Indiana 
25 - Depart Frisch’s at 9:00 a.m., Ride to Hop A-long Cassidy Museum, Cambridge 
29 - 6:00 p.m. Meet Gary at Huntington Park for Columbus Clippers game. 
Meet Gary at corner of Nation Wide Blvd and Neil Avenue outside of entrance 
Gary will need final information on attendance by July 16 in order to obtain 

tickets 

 

August 2015 

1 - 9:00 a.m. Gathering, Obetz Community Center, Ride to Chapter Y, in Mt. Vernon 
7 - 9 - Tentative ride to Geneva on the lake 
13 - Depart Frisch’s at 6:00 pm for ride to Chapter Q2 in Circleville 
15 - Depart Frisch’s at 9:00 am for ride to Wapakoneta 
22 - Depart Frisch’s 9:00 am for ride to Zane Grey Museum 
29 - Location and time to be determined. Obetz Zucchini Festival 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.gwrraohb3.org/


http://www.gwrraohb3.org 
 

July 2015 Page 13 
 

 
Here is a link to the Ohio District web site where you will find a link to their latest newsletter.  

http://www.ohiogwrra.org 
 
Here is a link to the Region D web site where you will find a link to their latest newsletter: 

http://www.gwrra-regiond.org  
 

 SOUTHEAST SECTION CHAPTER MEETING PLACES AND TIMES  
Chapters Location When Meeting 

Time 

A3 

 

Marietta, Ohio gathers at Shoney’s Restaurant, 44 Acme St., Marietta, 
Ohio. Dinner at 6:00 p.m. gathering follows. 
Chapter web site https://ohioa3.shutterfly.com 

1
st
 Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

B-3 Obetz, Ohio gathers at Obetz Comm. Center, 1650 Obetz Avenue, 
Obetz, Ohio. Light refreshments at 8:30 a.m., gathering follows. 
Chapter web site http://www.gwrraohb3.org 

1st Saturday   

(except Jul & 

Dec) 

9:00 a.m. 

F-3   Lancaster, Ohio, gathers at Deb's Corner Cafe. Located on the corner of 
Broad St. and 6th. Ave. in Lancaster, Ohio Dinner at 6:00 p.m., 
gathering follows.  
Chapter web site http://www.ohf3.com 

3
rd

 Tuesday 7:00 p.m. 

H-3 Proctorville, Ohio gathers at Giovanni’s Pizza, 614 Park Ave. Ironton, 
OH Dinner at 6:00 p.m., gathering follows. 

2nd Saturday  7:00 p.m. 

O Newark, Ohio, gathers at Stacy’s Buffet, 833 S. 30
th
 St., Heath, Ohio. 

Dinner at 6 p.m., gathering follows. 
http://www.ohiogwrra.org/chap/O/latest.pdf 

3
rd

 Thurs. 7:00 p.m. 

Q-2 Circleville, Ohio, gathers at Huffman Homestead, 6906 Old Tarlton 
Place, Circleville, Ohio.  
Chapter web site https://sites.google.com/site/gwrraq2/home 

2
nd

 Thursday 7:00 p.m. 

X Hocking Hills, Ohio gathers at Davidson Hall, Hocking College in 
Nelsonville, Ohio. 
 

Last Sunday  1:30 p.m. 

 
At the time this newsletter was drafted, the Region D traveling Plaque was at Chapter Y in 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio; and the Ohio District Traveling Plaque was at Chapter Y in Mt Vernon, 
Ohio. 

 
 
 
 

http://www.ohiogwrra.org/
http://www.gwrra-regiond.org/
https://ohioa3.shutterfly.com/
http://www.gwrraohb3.org/
http://www.ohf3.com/
http://www.ohiogwrra.org/chap/O/latest.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/gwrraq2/home


http://www.gwrraohb3.org 
 

July 2015 Page 14 
 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
TRIKE/TRAILER FOR SALE:  Due to illness, I am reluctantly selling my beautiful 1998, 1500CC, Goldwing Trike 
and matching Dart Trailer.  The trike has 27,000 original miles on it.  Both are white with Siberian tiger murals 
custom painted by Mountain Man.  This bike has won bike show awards at local, District, Region, and Wing 
Ding levels.  Always garaged.   Asking $20,000 for both.  Serious buyers should contact my son, Don Hyatt, Jr., 
at 740-390-1121.  Leave a message if no answer.   Can email at:  buckeyedah@hotmail.com.  The trike/trailer 
is in Mt. Vernon, Ohio.      
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